
1

SHIRLAND COMMUNITY CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT 134

Fall COVID-19 Reopening Plan 2021-2022

In accordance with the Illinois State Superintendent of Schools July 9, 2021 declaration,
Shirland Community Consolidated School District 134 (SCCSD #134) will be open fully for
in-person learning for all student attendance days for the 2021-22 school year. Remote
instruction will only be made available for students who meet the exceptions created by the
Illinois Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education.

The goal of SCCSD #134, and of all the Hononegah feeder schools, is to provide for the safety,
well-being and care of our students and staff while providing a first class education
and ATTEMPTING to move closer to something that resembles what we remember as ‘normal
school’ year.

On August 4, 2021, Illinois Governor JB Pritzker announced masks will be required for students,
teachers and staff at Pre-Kindergarten-12th grade schools and all day care centers. The new
measure is part of the state’s ongoing effort to combat a new surge as the Delta variant rapidly
spreads.

Governor Pritzker’s mask order fully aligns all PreK-12th grade schools and day care centers
with the Center for Disease Control and Prevention recommendation issued on July 26 that
universal indoor masking be required for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12
schools regardless of vaccination status.

The mask requirement is inclusive of youth sports and activities, with masks now required for all
indoor extracurriculars and sports. In line with CDC guidance, masks are not required for
activities outdoors where transmission risks and rates are lower.

Illinois State Superintendent of Education Dr. Carmen Ayala wrote on August 4, 2021, “Illinois
will continue to follow the science, data, and public health experts to keep students in
school and keep communities safe. We know that consistent and correct mask use is
the simplest, most effective way to keep students safely in school, where they can learn
and grow to their fullest potential.”

Until Governor Pritzker rescinds the mask requirement, universal masking will be in place at
Shirland School and in all schools in Illinois.  Once COVID transmission and vaccination rates
allow for the mask requirement to be rescinded, Shirland School district, along with its sister
districts in the Hononegah Nation, will use the matrix described in this plan to determine when
masks may be required and when they may be recommended with personal choice supported.

In accordance with guidance from the Center for Disease Control, the Illinois Department of
Health, the Winnebago County Health Department, and the Illinois State Board of Education,
mitigations will be implemented, reviewed, and revised throughout the school year to address
changing community and school COVID-19 transmission and vaccination rates.
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1. Mask Use

As noted above, all Illinois PreK-12 schools and day care centers will begin the year with a
universal mask policy in which all individuals will be required to wear a mask in indoor school
settings, all school transportation to and from school and entering and exiting the building.
Masks may be removed outdoors.

Once the mask requirement is lifted, the following metrics may be used to determine if the
District will transition to a period where masking will become optional.

District metrics:
● Less than 1% of positive COVID-19 student/staff cases

AND

Local Region metrics
● Less than 100 per 100,000K new positive cases in Winnebago County

If a universal masking requirement is lifted, and if both the above mentioned metrics are met,
masks will still be recommended but personal choice will be supported.  If personal choice of
wearing a mask is an option, the District will monitor metrics weekly, each Friday. Masks are
recommended to be worn indoors by all individuals who are not fully vaccinated.  If either of the
metrics are not met, universal masking would be implemented for a period of at least 20 days.
Administration would give as much notice to students and parents as possible. This metric
would only be used if the Governor’s mask mandate was rescinded because COVID-19
transmission rates had improved.

Employees and students may use their own face masks. A disposable mask will be provided at
the entrance for anyone that arrives without a face covering.

A physician’s note is required to be given to the school principal for students and staff who are
not able to wear a face mask due to a medical condition. The note should address 1) the
condition that makes the individual unable to wear a facemask 2) any suggested alternatives to
wearing a facemask.  The note will be sent to the Winnebago County Health Department for
their recommendation to be approved or disapproved.

2. Social Distancing

To the extent possible within school and classrooms, school staff are to help students commit to
social distancing as much as possible by:

● Arranging classroom seats and centers to model and reinforce social distancing of at
least 3 feet;

● Providing assigned seating for students and encourage students to remain in these
seats to the greatest extent possible; and

● Developing paths of travel in classrooms and corridors.
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● Limiting locker use and locker room use when social distancing can be maintained of at

least 3 ft. (ie, extracurricular game play)

School staff will maximize social distancing as much as possible when moving through food
service lines and while eating indoors. Inside the cafeteria, students will sit 6 feet apart using tv
trays. Students will continue to eat outdoors when weather permits.  Social distancing measures
are to be done in an equitable manner that do not perpetuate academic, racial, or other tracking
(e.g., separating people into fully vaccinated and non-fully vaccinated cohorts).

3. Handwashing and Respiratory Etiquette

School staff will monitor and reinforce frequent handwashing and respiratory etiquette by
● Continuing to teach handwashing with soap and water for at least 20 seconds;
● Assisting young children with handwashing;
● Reminding everyone in the facility to wash hands frequently; especially when

transitioning between locations or utilizing classroom materials, ie libraries, PE
equipment

● Using hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol (for teachers, staff, and older
students who can safely use hand sanitizer) when hand washing is not possible;

● Continuing to teach respiratory etiquette (e.g., covering coughs and sneezes); and
● Providing adequate handwashing and hand sanitizer supplies that are safely stored (up,

away, and out of sight of young children and used only with adult supervision for children
under 6 years of age).

4. Cohorting students

In Kindergarten thru 5th grade, each classroom is considered its own cohort.  For middle school,
6th - 8th grade is considered a cohort.  Whenever possible, contact between cohorts will be
limited.

5.  Facility and Transportation Cleaning, Disinfection and Ventilation

When possible, staff will open doors and windows, use child-safe fans, and have activities,
classes, or lunches outdoors when circumstances allow. When it does not pose a safety risk,
transportation staff will keep vehicle windows open at least a few inches to improve air
circulation. SCCSD #134 will be using its ESSER II and ESSER III grant funds in the summer of
2022 to improve air quality and ventilation in the district by replacing all of its classroom
ventilators with ventilators that use high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters.

School custodial staff and transportation staff will continue to clean surfaces daily. To further
reduce the risk of spreading infection, these staff will also use disinfectants on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency COVID-19 “List N” to disinfect spaces occupied by someone
who tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 24 hours.

6. Health screenings
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Only students and staff who are healthy should attend school.  Students will not be penalized for
missing school and are encouraged to stay home when not feeling well.  Students will receive
two days to make up work for each one day that they miss.

Regardless of vaccination status, the school’s best defense against COVID-19 is cooperation
and commitment from our families and staff to remain home if any of the following symptoms are
present:  temperature of 100 degrees or greater; cough; fatigue; fever; chills; headache; known
close contact with a person who has been diagnosed with COVID-19; nausea or vomiting; new
loss of taste or smell; shortness of breath or difficulty breathing; or sore throat.

Shirland School will have a registered professional nurse on staff for the 21-22 and 22-23 school
years paid for by the American Rescue Plan ESSER III grant.

Remember - a COVID-19 positive individual is contagious for 48 hours prior to when symptoms
arise.  Students and staff who develop symptoms should notify the school immediately to
prevent larger outbreaks.

Health screenings will no longer take place before entry into the building.  Parents should
screen their children daily at home before sending them to school.

7.Quarantines and Testing

The local health department in collaboration with the school nurse will make the final
determination on who is to be quarantined and for how long. They also may determine that a
close contact is not a candidate for modified quarantine due to a high-risk exposure (e.g.,
sustained close contact without masking).

As mentioned, SCCSD #134 has used its ESSER III grant funds to hire a school nurse.  Now
that SCCSD #134 has a qualified medical professional on staff, we will be eligible to administer
free BinaxNOW or other Covid-19 Tests for symptomatic staff and students.  No test will be
given without parent/guardian consent.

The CDC has recommended a Test-to-Stay Strategy - if schools test close contacts on days
one, three, five, and seven from date of exposure by a PCR or rapid antigen or molecular
emergency use authorization (EUA)-approved test, close contacts are permitted to remain in the
classroom as long as the results are negative.

Test-to-Stay Strategy is only applicable when both the COVID-19-confimed student and close
contact were engaged in consistent and correct use of well-fitting masks and the school requires
masking for all individuals (age 2 and older) who are not fully vaccinated, as recommended by
the CDC. The universal masking mandate issued by the Governor will allow the Test-to-Stay
strategy to reduce the time that students and staff are required to be out of school.

Test to Stay may be used for any indoor exposure, with the exception of household exposures.
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When a student shows symptoms, they will be directed to the nurse’s office where the trained
nurse may administer the test once parent consent has been given.  After the test is given, the
student or staff member will have to wait for 15 minutes for the results.  If the student/staff
member is positive, they will be sent home.  If a student/staff member is negative, they will be
able to return to class.  However, if the student or staff member is too sick to return to class,
they will be sent home.

Now that SCCSD #134 has a school nurse, if community transmission warrants, the district MAY
consider mass screening as a mitigation measure to ensure continuity of learning but not
without parent/guardian/staff consent.  In addition, at any level of community transmission, any
student or staff member who has not been fully vaccinated can request COVID-19 screening
testing by contacting the school’s nurse.

8. Vaccination:

The Winnebago County Health Department continues to provide  COVID-19 vaccine clinics to
anyone in our area 12 years of age and older.  SCCSD #134 will work collaboratively with the
WCHD to provide and notify its families of local clinics to bring forward opportunities for
vaccination. Respectful of peoples’ varying levels of vaccine confidence, those who want to get
vaccinated against COVID-19 can visit vaccines.gov to find out where they can get vaccinated
in our community. Parents whose children have been vaccinated against COVID-19 may elect to
give the school district a copy of their child’s vaccination. This could reduce the need for
isolation/quarantine when a whole classroom is quarantined after a positive case.

9. Disabilities or Other Health Care Needs

Parents of students who need accommodations, modifications, or assistance related to
COVID19 safety protocols, disabilities, underlying medical conditions, or weakened immune
systems should contact their student’s case manager to discuss the need(s).

Staff members who need accommodations, modifications, or assistance related to COVID-19
safety protocols, disabilities, underlying medical conditions, weakened immune systems, or a
sincerely held religious belief or practice (covered by Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964)
should contact their school’s principal AND the District’s Human Resource Manager to discuss
the need(s). Staff members with weakened immune systems are advised to contact their
healthcare professional about the need for continued personal protective measures after
vaccination.

10. Visitors

Visitors will not have access to the building in general to maintain physical distancing.
● Higher discretion will be given while inviting visitors to schools.
● Universal masking will be implemented during Governor Pritzker’s masking mandate.
● Visitors will follow district guidelines for PPE
● Visitors will wash their hands or use hand sanitizer throughout their time in the building
● Visitors will not shake hands with, touch or hug individuals during their visit
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● Students or staff will be asked to meet the visitor to conduct business as needed.

11. Collaboration with Public Health Officials

District officials have consulted with the local health officials and CDC guidance throughout the
past 16 months to obtain information and assistance in creating this plan. District officials will
continue to collaborate and consult with the Winnebago County Health Department and have
submitted this recommendation for formal review by our local health officials. Throughout the
pandemic the Winnebago County Health Department has been an invaluable resource to
SCCSD #134 on various logistics and decision-making including, but not limited to, school
health and safety protocols, screening testing, contact tracing, vaccine clinics, and emergency
school closings and we anticipate this relationship continuing in the future.

12. Plan Review SCCSD #134 is diligently examining, analyzing and evaluating the ever
changing guidance regarding COVID-19 preventative mitigation strategies. We expect to
continue to receive updated guidance throughout the school year. In order to finalize our
reopening plan, we will continue to watch and monitor current local conditions as we plan for the
opening on August 18, 2021. While we acknowledge the conflicting community views, please
know we will be deliberate in our approach and our planning for a successful 2021-22 school
year with a focus on student learning and engagement, as well as maintaining a high level of
safety for students and staff.

Summary of SCCSD #134 Mitigation Efforts

● Universal Masking is required of all PreK-12 schools until the mandate is lifted
● Once the universal masking mandate is lifted, SCCSD #134 and its sister Hononegah

schools may follow a matrix that provides for universal masking when the district reaches
1% of positive COVID-19 student/staff cases or community has 100 per 100,000K new
positive cases in Winnebago County

● Bus Masking Required
● Hand Sanitizing Stations throughout the Building
● Hand Washing Hygiene Posters throughout building
● Classroom Desks Sanitized daily
● 3 ft separation in Classrooms
● Classroom Seating Charts maintained for Contact Tracing
● 6 ft separation in Cafeteria with students seated at tv trays
● Doors and Handles Sanitized daily
● Bathrooms Sanitized daily
● Locker Rooms Closed
● Limited visitors to the building during school hours
● Contact Tracing
● Quarantine Protocols
● 1:1 Chromebooks
● Staff Trained on Mitigation Strategies
● Students provided instruction on mitigation protocols
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As a reminder, protocols outlined in this guide are subject to change as guidelines evolve.

When a Student or Staff Becomes Sick at Home

Students and staff with any of the following symptoms of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination
status, must remain home until tested:

● Measured temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit/38 degrees Celsius or greater
● Cough
● Fatigue
● Fever or chills
● Headache
● Known close contact with a person who has been diagnosed with COVID-19
● Nausea or vomiting
● New loss of taste or smell
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Sore throat

Families and staff should report possible cases to the school immediately to initiate contact
tracing.

● The Winnebago County Health Department will determine who needs to be quarantined
and/or isolated.

● Close contacts include:
○ Household contacts including siblings in other grades and/or schools.
○ Anyone who is within 3 feet of the case for a cumulative of 15 minutes or more.
○ A contact of a close contact does not require quarantine, or an individual who is

fully vaccinated.
○ The infectious period begins 2 days before the onset of symptoms or 2 days

before the positive sample was obtained.

● Students, staff and family members who are identified as close contacts are quarantined
for a period of 10 calendar days to monitor symptoms, per the WCHD.  Fully vaccinated
persons may not be required to quarantine if named a close contact to a known case of
COVID-19 unless symptoms develop, which is consistent with the Centers for Disease
Control.

Quarantine and Isolation

Vaccinated Unvaccinated
wearing mask

Unvaccinated NOT
wearing mask

Showing Symptoms Isolate Isolate Isolate

Close Contact
(3-6 feet)

No symptoms

No Quarantine No Quarantine Quarantine

Close Contact No Quarantine Quarantine Quarantine
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Less than 3 feet
No symptoms

Close Contact
Less than 3 feet

Symptoms

Quarantine Quarantine Quarantine

Rapid Testing
Positive

(when available)

No testing required
unless symptomatic

Testing required
unless opt out

Testing required
unless opt out

When a Student or Staff Becomes Ill at School

Any student or staff member who exhibits a high fever or symptoms of COVID-19 or is
associated with COVID-19 like symptoms must follow the building procedure.

● Any individual who shows symptoms and their close contacts within the school
environment will be immediately isolated from the rest of the school population and
parents/guardians contacted.

● Students will not be allowed to utilize the school bus for the return home.
● Individuals will never be left alone and will be supervised while maintaining necessary

precautions.  If emergency assistance is needed, 911 will be called.
● Individuals who have had close contact with someone who is positive for COVID-19

must follow the IDPH guidelines for self-monitoring and self-quarantine.
● Close contact means the individual was within three feet of the individual with symptoms

for more than 15 minutes.
● Close contacts are quarantined for a period of 10 calendar days unless otherwise

indicated by the Winnebago County Health Department.
● CDC and IDPH guidelines for students/staff who were suspected of having COVID-19,

whether they were tested or not, state that 72 hours must elapse from the resolution of
fever without fever reducing medication and 10 days must pass after symptoms first
appeared.

● SSCSD #134 will inform the school community of outbreaks per local and state health
department guidelines while maintaining student and staff confidentiality rights.

Illness and Diagnoses Monitoring

A tracking process will be instituted to maintain ongoing monitoring of individuals excluded from
school because they have COVID-19-like symptoms, have been diagnosed with COVID-19, or
have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 and are in quarantine.

● Tracking ensures CDC and local health authority criteria for discontinuing home isolation
or quarantine are met before a student or staff member returns to school.

● Tracking methods include checking in with the office upon return to school to verify
resolution of symptoms and that any other criteria for discontinuation of quarantine have
been met. .
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● Continual communicable disease diagnosis monitoring and the monitoring of student

and staff absenteeism should occur through collaboration of those taking absence
reports and school nurses/school health staff.

● Employees and families will be encouraged to report specific symptoms, COVID-19
diagnoses, and COVID-19 exposures when reporting absences.

● COVID-19 testing sites may be located by checking the Winnebago County Health
Department website - http://www.wchd.org/covid-19/testing

● Confirmed cases of COVID-19 will be reported to the local health department by the
school nurse or designee as required by the Illinois Infectious Disease Reporting
requirements issued by IDPH.

● Districts will inform the school community of outbreaks per local and state health
department guidelines while maintaining student and staff confidentiality rights.

School Closure Plan/Adaptive Pause

An Adaptive Pause is a strategy that allows for movement into any level of remote learning to
prevent disease transmission during a pandemic. An Adaptive Pause may result in delayed
reopening at the start of a specific school term or a pivot to remote learning once the school
year is underway for school officials to have time to plan for next steps with parents, teachers
and staff. An Adaptive Pause may also include a pivot to remote learning for a classroom, a
grade level, a wing, a building or school- or district-wide remote learning.

Adaptive Pauses may be for a set period of time or indefinite, depending on the specific metrics
related to transmission and infection rates within a county or school district/area and its student
population. In consultation with the Winnebago County Health Department, school officials will
make the determination on how long an Adaptive Pause will last (days, weeks, months, rest of
school year) in order to respond effectively.

SCCSD #134 puts a premium on in-person instruction. An Adaptive Pause was never used
during the 20-21 school year nor is it anticipated it would be used during the 21-22 school year.
It would only occur if transmission became extremely high.

Addressing Our Learner’s Academic Needs

Students may enter the upcoming school year with varied academic knowledge more than in
previous school years.

● Benchmark diagnostics will be given, at the beginning of the school year and throughout
in order to assess student strengths and deficits.

● Teachers will use targeted interventions and differentiated instruction to help individual
students reach their learning goals.

● Grading, promotion and assessment policies will be followed.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)

SCCSD #134 will help facilitate an SEL curriculum with an intentional focus on student’s
emotional health who may have been or continue to be impacted by COVID-19. Students will
also have continued support by administrators, teachers and the school psychologist at school.

http://www.wchd.org/covid-19/testing
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Music-Related Courses

Music related education will follow the most current IDPH/ISBE guidelines for student and staff
safety measures.

In addition
● Additional safety measures will be taken for disinfecting instruments after each use.
● Students will be socially distanced to the greatest extent possible during singing and

playing of instruments.

Physical Education, Gymnasiums, and Locker Rooms

Physical activity can support students’ overall health and help reduce stress and anxiety.

● Whenever feasible and weather permitting, schools will select outdoor PE non-contact
activities that allow physical distancing.

● If physical education must be taught inside, masks will be worn and physical distancing
will be used.

● Handshaking, high fives, or other physical contact is not recommended
● Any shared equipment must be cleaned between each use and disinfected at the end of

each class.
● Students and staff must wash their hands or use hand sanitizer at the start and end of

each class period or when hands are visibly dirty.
● Schools will eliminate the need for use of locker rooms and allow students to participate

in activities without changing clothing.

Extracurricular activities
Extracurricular activities must follow the IDPH requirements set forth for the school setting.

● Athletics will follow the guidelines provided by the IESA.
● Spectators may be limited due to social distancing requirements
● Concessions may not be sold during athletic events due to COVID-19 social distancing

requirements
● Contact tracing will be conducted if any students or staff of either a visiting or home team

test positive.

Students Who are Medically Fragile or at Higher Risk

The administration will work closely with school nurses and parents, as well as the student’s
medical provider and the Winnebago County Health Department, to determine if homebound
instruction is appropriate.

Special Needs

SCCSD #134 understands the impact COVID-19 has had on our most vulnerable student
population.

SCCSD #134 must adhere to timelines for annual IEP meetings and required evaluations. There
continues to be limited flexibility from complying with federal and state laws.
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● All individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 timelines remain in

effect. IEP and 504 teams should meet to determine whether any amendments to
students’ IEPs are necessary to address students’ current levels of performance.

● IEP teams will update remote learning plans as needed for students based on the
learning experiences during the 2021-2022 school year.

Facilities

Sanitation, hygiene, and PPE supplies will be ordered for employee access. All
custodial/maintenance staff will be trained on the return to school guidelines.  These procedures
will include extra sanitation efforts using certified EPA products in both low/high contact areas
including:

● Countertops
● Desktops
● Door handles
● Bottle fillers
● Handrails
● Light switches
● Restroom fixtures

Building custodians and cleaning personnel will conduct daily cleaning and disinfection. An EPA
approved cleaner will be used for disinfection along with our standard cleaning protocols. All
frequently touched surfaces (e.g., door handles/knobs, desktops/tabletops, countertops, light
switches, pencil sharpeners, computer keyboards, hands-on learning items, phones, toys,
cubbies/coat and backpack areas, sinks and faucets) will be cleaned on a regular basis.

Classroom Guidance

Kindergarten-Grade 5 Classroom Guidance

● Arrange seating three to six feet apart, if possible, and face the same direction as feasible
unless dividers are in use. It is recommended teachers provide assigned seating for students.
● Students will remain with the same classroom group throughout the day to the extent possible.
● Schedule/coordinate restroom and handwashing breaks throughout the day.
● Sanitize hands whenever anyone enters the classroom.
● Clean classrooms daily.

Grades 6-8 Classroom Guidance

● Arrange seating three to six feet apart, if possible, and face the same direction as feasible
unless dividers are in use. It is recommended teachers provide assigned seating for students.
● Encourage hand washing throughout the day.
● Sanitize hands whenever anyone enters the classroom.
● Clean classrooms daily.

Restrooms

● Maintain three to six feet physical distance when possible.
● Schedule/coordinate restroom and handwashing breaks when possible.
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● Assign restrooms to student cohort groups when possible.

Recommendations for Families

● Please make sure all emergency contact information is up to date and kept current.
● All students should stay home if they are sick, with any illness symptoms.
● The CDC recommends everyone 6 months of age and older get vaccinated every flu

season with rare exceptions. Flu symptoms overlap with coronavirus symptoms. It is
recommended that you vaccinate your children for influenza this fall.

● For students with asthma, no nebulizer treatments will be given at school during the
pandemic. Asthma action plans should reflect the use of asthma inhalers and spacers.

● Winnebago County Health Department and the Illinois Department of Public Health
recommend COVID-19 vaccinations for eligible individuals.

Transportation

● A school bus is considered public transportation; therefore, mask wearing is mandatory.
● Assigned seating charts for all routes will be established on the busses.
● It will be the expectation of the student that they will sit in their assigned seat for the

duration of the bus ride.
● As with the typical rules during a normal school year, if a student does not follow the

expectations of riding the bus they may be reprimanded or unable to ride the bus for a
specific duration of time.

● Busses will be cleaned and disinfected daily.

Frequently Asked Questions

I thought COVID-19 would be over by now.  How much longer is this going to last?
Like taking the family on a long car trip, this is the “are we there yet?” question.  All of us,
regardless of our viewpoints on masks, vaccinations, and quarantines, are ready to be done
with COVID-19.  But COVID-19 isn’t done yet with us. You’ve probably heard of COVID-19
referred to as a novel virus.  That’s because this virus is new and unpredictable.  COVID-19 has
successfully been able to mutate into new strands. The new Delta variant has been responsible
for the fourth COVID-19 surge in the USA in the summer of 2021.  The Delta variant is twice as
infectious as previous strands of COVID-19.  Fortunately, the COVID-19 vaccines have
remained effective against the Delta strand.  However, as of July 29, 2021, only 49.2% of all
Americans have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19. That percentage drops to just 41.5%
in Winnebago County.  Most epidemiologists believe we won’t be able to reach herd immunity
and end the spread of COVID-19 until we reach a vaccination level of close to 70%.  The public
is encouraged to talk over the benefits and risks of becoming vaccinated and staying
unvaccinated with their primary physicians.  Since the start of the pandemic, COVID-19 has
claimed 611,904 deaths in the United States alone according to Johns Hopkins University of
Medicine.  Thus, COVID-19 is second only to the 1918 Spanish Influenza outbreak as the worst
pandemic in US history in the total number of deaths.

I thought things were getting better?  I just want things to be normal again.
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Overall, things are definitely better.  In most states, deaths are nowhere near where they were in
January-February 2021.  With nearly half the country vaccinated, hopefully they won’t approach
that again.  But it is a novel virus so no one knows for sure.  As long as the virus is spreading,
there is the potential it could mutate into a strand which is resistant to vaccines.  That’s one
reason why epidemiologists are encouraging everyone who can to be vaccinated.

If things are better, then how come school doesn’t look any different?
School will look different in 21-22, closer to what we all remember as normal.  With an eye on
community and district transmission, schools are slowly easing mitigations.  Across the country,
almost all US schools will be open for in-person instruction. Shirland, as with the entire
Hononegah Nation, was open for in-person instruction for the entirety of the 20-21 school year.
We plan to be open for in-person instruction all of this year as well.  Remote learning is no
longer an option of choice for students and is reserved only for the medically fragile.  We are no
longer doing temperature health screenings at the entrances for the 21-22 school year.
Temperature checks-health screening questions caused anxiety in some students, and were of
questionable validity considering that individuals are contagious for 48 hours prior to the
development of symptoms.  Rather, we will depend upon parents to carefully monitor the health
of their children, and not to send them to school if they are sick.  Parents will still be asked what
symptoms their children are experiencing when absences are reported for student illness.
Additionally, we will be starting up extracurricular sports this year, although spectators may be
limited due to COVID-19 social distancing requirements.

Are schools trying to make COVID-19 mitigations permanent? Are you going to make my kids
wear masks forever?
Absolutely not!  We are all anxious for the day when masks can safely be removed.  But we also
know that masks keep us all a lot safer, and that no vaccination has been approved yet for
children under 12.  On August 4, 2021 Illinois Governor JB Pritzker fully aligned Illinois with the
Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s recommendation that universal indoor masking be
required for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 schools regardless of vaccination
status. All Illinois school districts now have the same universal masking policy.  Once
COVID-19 transmission and vaccination rates allow for the masking mandate to be rescinded,
Shirland School in conjunction with Hononegah Community High School and our other feeder
districts plan to use the same matrix to determine when masking may be recommended, but
personal choice supported:  District - Less than 1% of positive COVID-19 student/staff and Local
- Less than 100 per 100,000K new positive cases in Winnebago County. If either of the metrics
are not met, universal masking would still be implemented for 20 days even if there was not
a mandate to do so. Like you, we hope COVID-19 transmission and vaccination numbers
improve so that the universal masking requirement may be lifted and are matrix met so that we
can enter into a stage of masks recommended, but personal choice supported.

I’m thinking of home-schooling my child since there is no longer a remote learning option.  I
don’t think it is safe to send my child to school for in-person instruction during this pandemic.
If we didn’t think it was safe to be open for in-person instruction, we wouldn’t be.  Educators
regard every student as if they were their own child. We take the responsibility you bestow
upon us very seriously.  We will do everything we can to keep your child safe, but in-person
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instruction during a pandemic is not without risk.  COVID-19 cases can and will arise, but we do
our best to prevent them.  At SCCSD #134 we have used our ESSER III funds to hire a school
nurse for the 21-22 and 22-23 school years, and have also received ESSER II and ESSER III
grant approval to replace all of our obsolete unit ventilators with new ventilators that will improve
our air quality and ventilation to CDC recommended levels.  Before we replace the unit
ventilators, we will also be doing a major asbestos abatement project in the pipes beneath the
building creating a safer environment for all.  The unit ventilator project will occur in the summer
of 2022 providing better air quality for Shirland staff and students for years to come.

How come the school doesn’t view this COVID-19 pandemic the same way I do?
The COVID-19 pandemic has been an understandably stressful time for everyone.  We
understand that there are many different opinions about how the virus should be handled and
mitigation efforts, especially masking.  In Shirland School’s case, we’ve had as many people
withdraw their children because they were concerned about the spread of the virus as we have
because of concerns about mitigation efforts, such as masking.  It is impossible to please
everyone, and while it would be nice to do so, it isn’t a realistic goal. Our only agenda has
always been to provide your children with the highest quality education we can deliver while
keeping them as safe and secure as possible.  At Shirland School, we believe we’ve done a
good job of that.  We will follow all mandates from the State of Illinois as well as carefully
consider the recommendations given us by the CDC, Illinois Department of Public Health, and
Winnebago County Health Department, to continue that mission of providing a high quality
education in a safe in-person learning environment for your children.

Additional Resources

Center for Disease Control (CDC): Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)

Winnebago County Health Department

Illinois State Board of Education:CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESOURCES

Illinois Elementary Sports Association (IESA)

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.dph.illinois.gov/
https://www.wchd.org/
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/covid19.aspx
https://www.iesa.org/

